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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were: (1) to identify the extent of diversification
among rice farmers; and (2) to identify the factors influencing diversification among rice farmers.
The study population was rice farmers in Chainat province during 2014/2015 crop year; a total of
335 rice farmers was selected by using the multistage sampling method. The instrument for data
collection was a questionnaire. To identify the extent of diversification by using Crop Diversification
Index (CDI) and analyze the factors influencing diversification with Tobit model. The results showed
that: (1) All of sample farmers had CDI average equal to 0.1361 (2) The factors had a positive
statistically significant effect on diversification were family labor, hired labor, land tenure,
topography, train and attitude about benefit of diversification management while attitude about
soil improvement, attitude about land suitability and attitude about paddy cultivation security had
a negative effect. Thus, it is recommended that the government should encourage new farmers to
participate and educate to develop the ability to grow various plants. Also realize the benefits of

diversification to get stability of farming and become sustainable farmer in future.

Keywords: Diversification, Rice farmers, Crop diversification index, Tobit model
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